The present paper investigates the differences in the way the mothers' foster ing attitudes influence the personality of boys and girls. A questionnaire survey was carried out for a total of 423 mother-three year old child couples. The survey revealed the following results. 1) Both boys' and girls' personalities cor relate with their mothers' fostering attitudes (p<0.05).
Introduction "Psychiatric
Dictionary" (the 4th edition) by Hinsie and Campbell10 defines per sonality as "the characteristic, and to some extent predictable, behaviour-response pat terns that each person evolves, both consciously and unconsciously, as his style of life." The Japanese equivalent to "personality" is "Jinkaku", which indicates the goodness of character, and therefore implies maturity, while the meaning of the English word does not include the idea of goodness or maturity; it refers to a characteristic pattern of hu man behaviour. The word "personality" in this paper is used in this sense. The present paper aims to examine the character traits of 3-year-old children, whose personality is in the process of being formed.
The factors in personality formation are 1) inherent factors and 2) environmental factors. The latter consists of 1) cultural factors and 2) natural environmental factors.
The present authors investigated the relationship between the maternal fostering attitude, which is one of the most important cultural influences and the childs personality. Three year-old children were chosen for the investigation because an understanding of how personality is formed in children of this age is seen as fundamental for future research.
In the previous reports,15 the authors have found that there is a correlation be tween the parents' fostering attitudes and their children's personalities. The first survey
showed that there was a positive correlation (95% standard) between parental fostering attitudes and the personality of three-year-old children. It did not, however, report which attitudes were most closely correlated with the child's personality. In the second study,16 the correlation between each type of parental fostering attitude and their child's personality was investigated. This study revealed some unfavorable fostering attitudes, which are listed below in order of high correlation coefficient. On the other hand, "indulgence"
and "anxiety" were found not to have vicious influences.
The present paper investigates the differences in the way the mothers' fostering attitudes influence the personaltiy of boys and girls.
Subjects and method
A questionnaire survey was carried out for a total of 423 mother-three year old child couples who came to a public health centre in Tokyo between December 1976 and Tsutomu Sakuta et al.
December 1977 for medical check-ups for the children.
The questionnaire was in two parts-first, the mothers' self-evaluation of their methods of approaching their children and secondly, their evaluation of the person ality of their children. Both parts were extracted from the parents' question sheets in the "Tanaka Parent-Child Relationship Test" (Tanaka Educational Institute, published by Nippon Bunka Kagaku Sha), and modified, bearing in mind that the subjects were three years old.
Mothers were asked to estimate their own behaviour in the bringing up their children; ten possible attitudes were listed. There were passive rejection, active rejec tion, severity, expectation, interference, anxiety, overindulgence, a tendency to give in to the child's demands, contradictory attitudes, and a tendency towards discord between parents. Each item consisted of five questions, which were carefully arranged to avoid any repetition of the same pattern of questions.
The second part, the evaluation of their child's personality, included a total of 13 questions about 6 items; anti-sociality, asociality, interest and will, regression, nevous ness and habits.
The examinees were asked to give either a positive or negative answer to all ques tions. Two points were given for active affirmative answers (always), one point for possive affirmative answers (sometimes or either), and nil for negative answers.
Correlations between the mothers' approach to their children (mother-child rela tionship score) and the personality of their children (personality score) were investi gated.
Altogether, 335 (79.2%) questionnaires were completed and used for the survey; 176 were mother/son pairs, 159 mother/daughter pairs.
The reliability and validity of research methods using parents reports have been investigated in recent years,3,6,11 and such reports are now widely accepted as sufficiently useful means. Furthermore, the same instructor came every month to explain the test, and answer any of the mothers' questions.
Results
Correlations between the child's personality and his mother's fostering attitudes (categorized into 10 categories) were estimated using regression analysis. Table 2 Correlations between the boys' and the girls' personalities and their mothers' fostering attitudes less than 10%. Table 2 shows the correlations between the boys' personality and their mothers' fostering attitudes, and the girls' personality and their mothers' fostering attitudes re spectively. These are listed in order of high correlation coefficient.
The survey revealed the following results.
1) Both boys' and girls' personalities correlate with their mothers' fostering atti tudes (p<0.05).
2) Boys' personalities are more significantly influenced than girls' by their mothers' fostering attitudes.
3) Correlation between the child's personality and his mother's attitudes was higher for boys than girls in the following items; 9. contradiction 10. tendency towards discord between parents 8. tendency to give in to the child's demands 2. active rejection
severity
These items are arranged in order of the amount of difference.
4) There was a higher correlation between girls' personalities and the maternal attitudes when those were 1. passive rejection and 4. expectation.
5)
No correlation was shown between the following maternal fostering attitudes and the child's personality , whether boy's or girl's.
6. anxiety
over-indulgence Discussion
It appeared that boys were influenced to a greater extent by their mothers' fostering attitudes than girls were. Previous studies on family discord manifested similar findings, indicating that boys are more vulnerable to family discord and more ready to manifest disorders (mainly conduct disorder). An epidemiological survey by Rutter (1970)19 showed that boys, unlike girls, tended to behave in an antisocial manner when there was serious discord betwen their parents. Similar sex differences were also recognized in the aberrant tendencies. However, though many researchers have postulated hypotheses to explain boys' greater vulnerability to psychosocial stresses, there is no conclusive evidence yet. The authors of this survey would like to point out some fundamental reasons. Boys are biologically more aggressive than girls. Boys are class minded and tend to try to control other people whilst girls are not very much so. It is likely that girls can more easily adapt to environmental changes and stresses because they are more gentle and passive than boys. It is interesting that the custom for a woman to move into the 
